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Abstract

The objectives of this mixed method research were : 1) to survey situation and basic elderly
information; 2) to study health information, family and community participation, and elderly life
assurance; and 3) to design health care model based on family and partnership network participation
among the elderly at Changpuak Sub-District, Suwanaphum District in Roi-Et Province. The study was
divided into 2 phases. The population for the first quantitative study was 12,438 self-assistant
elderly in Suwanaphum District. A total of 410 elderly samples out of them were sampled as per sample
inclusion criteria. Instruments studied were secondary data and interviewing form. Data were
analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation, and range. The second qualitative phase was
conducted in purposive 50 samples including elderly representatives, their family members,
health volunteers, community leaders, elderly care givers, and health personnel. Instrument
used was focus group discussion. Data were content analysis. The findings of this research were that:
1) in the year 2018 situation, about 20.54% of Thai elderly were approaching complete elderly society.
Death rates of home and bed-bound elderly, high risk groups with diabetes and hypertension had been
increasing. Basic elderly information. Most of them graduates Primary education (89.75%), No positionor
social role (77.31%), not receiving health information were 35.61%, Most of them had enough income, but
not the rest (37.07%) 2) Health status showed that most of them perceived their physical status at the
moderate level (50.54%), their mental status at the good level (43.17%), Participation in family and
community activities. Most of them had overall participation in family and community activities at the
moderate level (48.78%), elderly life assurance. Most of them had curatively service access (97.56%), no
or inadequate convenient facilities for aging safety (40.48%); and 3) health care model for the elderly
consisted of (1) health service units should survey elderly registration information with family and
partnership networks in order to propose to their community and partnership networks, develop active
and passive health service system to cover all such groups, and co-ordinate their implement with family
and all partnership network levels; (2) the elderly families should participate in surveying of elderly
registration, learning exchange, skill development for elderly care, and elderly role support; (3)
partnership networks should participate in information development and analysis, integrate their
implement with all relevant parties, support of their implement in terms of elderly club or
community elderly group, define their role and duty with other offices; (4) the implementation
target should cover all elderly groups in health aspect, participation in family and community
activities, and having elderly life assurance.

Keywords: Elderly, Participation, Health care, Family, Partnership network
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